Britain and India                103

Hardinge's Government felt that unless the
goal of British policy in India was to be defined
as that of self-government, there were little
prospects of rousing India into the fullest
enthusiasm to prosecute the "War to a successful
issue. They had therefore submitted, in con-
sultation with the local Governments, certain
proposals for Indian reform. What with the
pre-oceupations of the War or with the
reluctance to take such a keenly controversial
subject as the Indian Reform question was
bound to prove to be, the Secretary of State
deferred consideration of the question at the
time and the Hardinge Despatch was shelved.
The War, however, reached a most critical
stage when British resources3 taxed to the full,
were found insufficient for the conduct of the
War ; and India had to be tapped to the full.
This, Lord Ohelmsford found, would be impos-
sible unless something in the nature of reforms
was promised to India. The result was the
announcement of August 1920.

In   pursuance   of this announcement the
Secretary  of   State   visited   India;  the   year